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undertaken by the latter, together with the same hours,
must be accepted by our settlers.
To this I had replied that the Free Labour of their
employees was on a totally different footing from the
Forced Labour of our Crims. It was a notorious fact
that their Free Labour was what might be called extremely
volatile and unreliable. It was true that they would work
full hours for a few weeks, or even months, and earn full
wages, but they would make up for it by taking a long
holiday to recuperate. On the plea of health, marriage,
funerals or other domestic causes, they would simply go
off to their native village, or disappear, and perhaps^take
up for a time some lighter employment. Why ? Because
the severe physical strain of these long hours, frequently
without any Sunday, or other interval for rest, was
more than the strongest constitutions could endure.
The case was widely different with the Forced Labour
of our settlers. They could only relieve the strain by
absconding, which was a punishable offence. They would
corne back from their day's work absolutely exhausted,
and yet if some of them were excused by us from going,
and a letter of explanation sent to their foreman by our
European Officer, an urgent demand would be received
saying that they must attend. It was the fact that they
could not get away like the Free Labour that made this
class of workman appear so desirable to the Mill Manager.
Government took a sympathetic view of the situation,
and adopted our suggestion that our settlers should have
their Sunday free, and that the hours of labour should
never exceed from eight to eleven per day, with suitable
intervals in case of illness.
I pointed out that in the Government Jails, the work
hours were strictly limited to a maxJmnTn of eight, and with
a full Sunday's rest. Apart altogether from the con-
sideration of the Prisoners, Government were unable to
exact longer hours from their Staff. Nor could Govern-
ment venture, nor had it ever ventured, to demand from
the Forced Labour of tbeir Prisoners, longer hours. More-
over, every prisoner was weighed at regular intervals to
see if he were losing flesh, and should such be the case, a
lighter task was assigned.